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Now in paperback, this deluxe field guide offers a unique look at the creatures that populate the Star

Wars galaxy. Packed with hundreds of detailed and colorful illustrations of exotic entities in a wide

array of habitatsâ€”from the ice fields of Hoth and the pastures of Naboo to the concrete jungle of

Coruscantâ€”this entertaining and comprehensive classic also provides information on the mating

habits, feeding patterns, and defense mechanisms of these incredible beasts.
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Not only is this tome THE book of the year -- if not the decade -- for Star Wars enthusiasts (such as

myself), but it will also go down well with biologists (such as myself).Extremely well thought out, the

authors draw parallels with animals found on Earth to make the creatures of the Star Wars universe

realistically believable. For example, the size relation of the nuna's egg to the adult female is also

found in the kiwi, and the multiple embryos coming from that single egg are similar to the

multi-spawning eggs of some parasitic wasps. The similarities between banthas and elephants are

copious, and the mouth-breeding behaviour of the opee sea killer will be familiar to any avid

aquarist.There are also many wonderful and enchanting "background" details in many of the

drawings, like Bib Fortuna looking to purchase a Nightsister's rancor, an Ewok being carried off by a

condor-dragon, and some Tatooine anoobas picking over the remains of the late podracer Teemto

Pagalies (those are DEFINITELY his goggles).The book is arranged in chapters by planet. (Naboo

has three chapters for its various macroenvironments: terrestrial, deep aquatic, and swamp.) The

ecologies of the worlds and the niches of the native creatures are all highly detailed and superbly



explained. Great care and effort was put into expanding the range of Star Wars wildlife knowledge,

using conceptual sketches and some apparently original animals to flesh out the bestiary to a

fantastic extent. The images of the creatures themselves are -- and I have NEVER before used this

term outside of describing food before, but it is now necessary -- sumptuous. The people

responsible for the content of this book deserve to win awards. Lots of 'em.
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